"Transparency Tools" Working Group meeting

Thon Hotel Brussels City Center

Avenue du Boulevard 17, 1210 Brussels
Background discussion paper on the mini-seminar

This document provides an overview of different conceptual aspects of the mini-seminar. It also lists possible issues for decision. It can be subject to additions, modifications and deletions. Its aim is to stir and structure the debate. 
References to the Plan of Work

" Eventual invitation of and discussion with international experts – originally planned to invite to the mini seminar – who would comment on outcomes of the DGHE meeting and on new developments. (still to be discussed and agreed on by the WG per email). "

" Discussion of the organisation of the mini seminar. "

" To analyse the existing transparency tools according their scope, their relevance, their rationale, their purposes and objectives, their perspective, their dimensions, their indicators, etc.  eventually in the frame of a mini seminar."

Reference to the Draft BFUG Outcomes of Proceedings, Alden Biesen, August, 24-25th, 2010

" the WG Chair (...) mentioned (...) the idea of organizing a mini-seminar on transparency tools (possibly during the Polish EU Presidency)"

" Poland pointed out that in almost the same period there would probably be a DGHE meeting held in Krakow and Chantal Kaufmann, mentioned that - if it would not be possible to organize the mini-seminar in Poland - Belgium can host it;"

" Croatia asked for possibly opening the seminar to the wider public. "

" The WG’s Chair (...)added that a possible format of the mini-seminar would be to invite experts to react to the developments under this thematic area."

Issues to decide

The audience of the mini seminar:

a. Restricted to the WG individual members;

b. Open for the whole BFUG;

c. Open for BFUG and other national representatives
.

The location of the mini seminar:

a. Poland

b. Belgium

The format of the mini seminar

Currently, two proposals
 were received:

- A general introduction of the tools (Ex: defining concepts, presenting major philosophies, describing measurement methodologies and indicators);

- An analysis of some transparency tools from the perspective of their use (Ex: categories of users, specific information needs, other impacts besides informing decisions).

The seminar will not exceed two working days. Its duration will be decided at a later stage, once the format and the list of invitees are set.

A draft program will be prepared until ... (date to be decided).

The list of invitees will be decided as follows:

- After the WG meeting the Secretariat will issue a call for nominations to the members of the WG;

- The WG members will send their nominations until ... (date to be decided);

- The Secretariat, under the coordination of the chair will take care of the further organization of the mini-seminar (communication with the invitees, finalising the agenda, communication with the organizers, dissemination etc.)

� This request conflicts with the decisions of the WG: the minutes of the meeting on November 30th, 2010, mention that "the seminar will be organised only for the working group".


� The BFUG made explicit the need to involve national (even individual) stakeholders, specially HEI's and students.


� " Italy suggested two sessions for the miniseminar. One session is to cover the tools in general and the other one shall deal with their multitude use, keeping in mind that the discussion of the working group showed a significant interest in the second part." (the minutes of the meeting on November 30th, 2010)





