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Terms of Reference 

on

Recognition
	Name of the Working Group 

Subgroup on Recognition

	Contact persons (proposed Co-Chairs)
TBC
Co-chair(s) will be members of the working group on Implementation of Structural Reforms.

	Composition 
6-8 participants


	Purpose and/or outcome 

The Recognition Group is mandated to continue paving the way for the long term Bologna commitment for automatic (academic and professional) recognition.

	Reference to the Yerevan Communiqué
· to review national legislations with a view to fully complying with the Lisbon Recognition Convention, reporting to the Bologna Secretariat by the end of 2016, and asking the Convention Committee, in cooperation with the ENIC and NARIC Networks, to prepare an analysis of the reports by the end of 2017, taking due account of the Reporting of the Convention carried out by the Convention Committee;

· to remove obstacles to the recognition of prior learning for the purposes of providing access to higher education programmes and facilitating the award of qualifications on the basis of prior learning, as well as encouraging higher education institutions to improve their capacity to recognize prior learning;

· to ensure that qualifications from other EHEA countries are automatically recognized at the same level as relevant domestic qualifications; 

· to ensure that competence requirements for public employment allow for fair access to holders of first cycle degrees, and encourage employers to make appropriate use of all higher education qualifications, including those of the first cycle; 
· to establish a group of volunteering countries and organizations with a view to facilitating professional recognition.

	Specific tasks 

· to review national legislations with a view to fully complying with the Lisbon Recognition Convention, reporting to the Bologna Secretariat by the end of 2016, and asking the Convention Committee, in cooperation with the ENIC and NARIC Networks, to prepare an analysis of the reports by the end of 2017, taking due account of the Reporting of the Convention carried out by the Convention Committee,

· To cooperate with the European Commission, the Council of Europe and UNESCO to review the Diploma Supplement and to present a finalised draft to the Implementation of structural reforms working group and the BFUG for the adoption,

· Build on the report by the Pathfinder Group and the examples of good practice in this report to ensure that qualifications from other EHEA countries are recognized on an equal level with domestic qualifications,
· To review national qualifications frameworks, with a view to ensuring that learning paths within the framework provide adequately for the recognition of prior learning,
· to ensure that competence requirements for public employment allow for fair access to holders of first cycle degrees, and encourage employers to make appropriate use of all higher education qualifications, including those of the first cycle,
· to establish a group of volunteering countries and organizations with a view to facilitating professional recognition.

	Reporting 

Minutes of working group meetings will be made available to the BFUG (by the Bologna Secretariat). 

BFUG should also receive regular reports and updates. 

To allow for good communication with the BFUG as a whole and for the necessary consultations, progress reports should be submitted at least three weeks before each BFUG meeting. In between BFUG meetings, updates can be circulated by the Bologna Secretariat via e-mail.
The draft final report/conclusions will be presented and discussed during the BFUG meeting in the second half of 2017.
The review of the diploma supplement should be made available to the stakeholders.

	Meeting schedule:  
TBC

	Liaison with other WGs’ and networks’ activities



	Additional remarks
Liaison with the ENIC and NARIC Networks to review national legislations on with a view to fully complying with the Lisbon Recognition Convention,
Liaison with the European Commission, the Council of Europe and UNESCO to review the Diploma Supplement.


1
3

[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]EUROPEAN
Higher Education Area



[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]OFFICE OF EDUCATION
PRINCIPALITY OF LIECHTENSTEIN



