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European Students’ union (ESU) update to the BFUG

New team takes over the office 2012/13 

During the 62nd ESU Board meeting in Bucharest (RO) on 22-24th May 2012, following the structural change in the organisation, a Chairperson, two Vice-Chairpersons and 7 Executive committee members were elected for 1-year mandate (till July 2013). ESU Chairperson, Karina Ufert (karina@esu-online.org) has been nominated to `represent ESU in Bologna Follow-up working groups structures, together with other Executive committee members according their working areas. On 21-24th June, newly elected team has had its first planning meeting, where agreed on the working principles, task division and moved another step towards defining ESU 3-year strategic framework (2013-15). Active students’ contribution to aims and objectives of the Bologna process remains one of the main priorities for ESU.

Contact information for the new team can be found here: http://bit.ly/PfcT1W 

ESU’s enlargement 

ESU Board, the highest decision-making structure of the organisation, voted on granting a candidate member to ANSA Armenia, KKS Albania and NSS Ukraine – three national students’ unions, which seeks to become a part of ESU. Study visits composed of ESU nominated experts will take place to evaluate if the unions are ready for ESU membership, or require some support to establish themselves as competent and constructive partners on national and European level. Decision, if 3 more unions join ESU, will be taken at BM64 in Malta, November 2012. Currently ESU has 47 members in 38 countries in EHEA, facilitates good cooperation with non-member countries, like Turkey, Russia. 

Students of Europe take a stock on the implementation of the Bologna process – Bologna with the students’ eyes 2012 

In April 2012 ESU has published its bi-annual official Bologna implementation report, based on perceptions of ESU member unions and students. Full version of the report can be found here: http://bit.ly/JSuegR. ESU in it its report has strongly emphasized lack of national policies on widening the access to higher education and expects, that there will be sufficient commitment demonstrated to tackle this during the upcoming three years, as promised in the Ministerial communiqué. 

ESU is ready to cooperate with Cyprus EU Presidency in the field of education 

On 23rd July ESU representatives have met Cyprus officials to discuss Presidency priorities in the field of education and youth. ESU confirmed its commitment to cooperate with EDUC on further proceedings regarding “Erasmus for all”, actively follow Council negotiations on drafting conclusions about Education and training contribution to Europe 2020 Strategy. In addition to that, ESU is invited to speak at Directors General meeting in October 2012 in Cyprus, to present its view on excellence in teaching. 

ESU gladly participates to the official Cyprus Presidency agenda with its 24th European Students’ Convention and ESU 30th Anniversary, being held on 18-21st October in Limassol. More information about the event can be found here: http://www.esc24.net/. 

Erasmus Master Loan Scheme Guarantee, as proposed in Erasmus for all, raises critical questions for students 

ESU welcomes the efforts of the European Commission to increase the budget for new “Erasmus for all” programme as a part of EU Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020. However, ESU membership remains critical towards the proposal to encourage students taking the loans from the private banks primarily to finance their studies, especially now in times of economic uncertainty. ESU is working on the set of open questions to the Commission, as there is a clear luck of public information and consultation with the students’ body. 

In addition to that, ESU is planning a discussion event in Brussels, on 4th October, inviting major stakeholders and decision-makers to discuss sustainable funding for mobility and how the current proposal can be improved. Event will be open for everyone interested and more information will follow soon. For questions please turn to presidency@esu-online.org. 

ESU strives for more and quality mobility 

Following the conclusions of Bologna with the Students’ eyes 2012, quality of mobility remains an important aspect to tackle. Therefore, to outsource the expertise and link policy and practice level, ESU has signed two partnership agreements with Erasmus Students’ Network (ESN) and Campus Europae. In the near future, partner organisations seek to draw more attention to the need for improving cultural and language preparation, give suggestions how to tackle it within new “Erasmus for all”. Improving quality of internships, recognition of credits gained abroad is on our agenda as well. More information is available here: 

www.campuseuropae.org. 

ESU full report on implementation of European Standards and Guidelines (ESG) is now published

MAP-ESG report conclusions have been presented to BFUG members earlier in January 2012 and followed by the proposal to the Ministers to revise the current ESG. At this point, ESU as one of four main contributors to the report, is publishing its full version of research outcomes on how ESG implementation is seen with students’ eyes. The document can be found here: http://bit.ly/No8vvQ. 

ESU continues playing an important role in upcoming ESG revision process and is currently involved in the steering group (Fernando M. Galan Palomares) and drafting group (Karina Ufert). 

Upcoming events: 

First Global Student Leadership Summit 2012 to gather students from more than 60 countries

Starting from August last year, ESU together with its member union NUS UK is working on organising a First Global Student Leadership Summit in East London on 18-21st September 2012. The event will bring student representatives from more than 60 countries to discuss setting-up a sustainable platform for international cooperation in the areas of providing high quality education for all, sustainable development and peace. Partner organisations, such as International University Association, OECD, United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, ISIC and other confirmed their participation in the event. Since the dawn of the International Union of Students (IUS) it is the first global students’ meeting of such a scale. More information about the Summit can be found here: www.globalstudentleadership.org. 
ESU to discuss “more Europe” in higher education as a crisis-recovery strategy – ESC 24 in Cyprus 

On 18-21st October ESU together with its Cypriot member POFEN is hosting 24th European Students’ Convention and ESU 30th Anniversary celebration event. During the official agenda, student representatives will try to answer a question, if Universities can lead our societies out of crisis and what kind of actions should be taken in that regard, do we need “more Europe” and further European integration in education? The event will also produce an input to the Council on implementation of ET2020 and upcoming students’ review on ET2020. More information and event agenda is available here: http://www.esc24.net/. 

To celebrate its 30th Anniversary properly, ESU invites its Alumni to join the event. A publication, reflecting the developments of the European Students’ movement will be presented and disseminated there. 

Strengthening students’ role in quality assurance – defining students’ quality concept – QUEST Final Conference in Malta 

On 30th November – 1st December ESU together with its’ Maltese member KSU is hosting QUEST project final conference. QUEST for quality for students project, funded by LLLP, aims at providing research conclusions, how students perceive quality and what kind of actions should be taken to mainstream it. More information and event agenda will be available soon. 

Upcoming publications: 

· ESU 30 years Anniversary publication – October 2012

· Funding of higher education in Europe: Current state of play and scenarios for future (research compendium) – November 2012 – FinSt project 

· Toolkit on strengthening students’ participation in Quality Assurance – November 2012 – QUEST project 

· Student Quality Concept – December 2012 – QUEST project 

· EU2020 Review from the students’ eyes – June 2013 – SAGE project 

For more information about upcoming publications please contact presidency@esu-online.org. 

ESU -The European Students’ Union- is the umbrella organisation of 45 national unions of students from 38 countries and through these members represent over 11 million students. The aim of ESU is to represent and promote the educational, social, economic and cultural interests of students at a European level towards all relevant bodies and in particular the European Union, Bologna Follow-Up Group, Council of Europe and UNESCO.

ESU was formerly known as ESIB – The National Unions of Students in Europe.
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