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General overview
2012 is for our association the start of a campaignwith a focus on assisting member institutions in concretely implementingthe Bologna action lines and the organisation of members’ capacity building activities based on them. More specifically, this will be reached through research, training and sharing the best practices. In this regard, the organisation of the Annual conference (Riga, 10-11 May 2012), of two training seminars, the promotion of workshops at members’ events and research papers citing best practice are the main outcomes expected during the whole year.
In future EURASHE aims at actively supporting programmes and institutions with a professional orientation to target precise operational objectives in the identified priority areas of Mobility, Student-Centred Learning, Innovation and Applied Research, Lifelong Learning,Employability and Quality Assurance.Some tangible examples are:a working instrument for internal QA, which aims to sustain European institutions of highereducation and universities in their deployment of qualityManagement,andthe organisation of the ESG seminar in Cyprus(27-28 September 2012)under the Cypriot presidency of the EU. The main objectives of this event are: the presentation of EHEA-wide comparative survey on the ESG (mapping of the ESG implementation), sharing the best practice amongst members on challenges surrounding ESG in the institutional QA practices and provide an input for our participation in the revision of the ESG.This will be combined with hands-on workshops on internal QA in an institution.
Moreover the organisation of an RPL seminar in Amsterdam on 11-12 October 2012 will be an important means of implementing EURASHE’s policy as this seminar set itself the aim to survey the different interpretations of RPL in a representative range of countries.
Ministerial Conference in Bucharest (26-27 April 2012)
On the occasion of the Ministerial Conference in Bucharest (26-27 April 2012), UASnet and EURASHE will present a joint initiative. The joint position paper represents the vision of UASnet and EURASHE on Research and Innovation. It will reflect UASnet’s and EURASHE’s unique roles in the field of Professional Higher Education and highlights the specific context of Universities of Applied Sciences.
It will provide recommendations to institutions, policy-makers but will also call for collective action in views of achieving economic prosperity, societal welfare, a sustainable innovation basis, and a sustainable innovation creativity and dissemination.
‘Quality Assurance (QA) initiative’ 
The ‘QA initiative’,launched byEURASHE’s  President Prof. Andreas G. Orphanideson behalf of EURASHE at the recent European Quality Assurance Forum(Antwerp, November 2011) is a proposal that“European Commission develops an action programme on Quality Assurance and Transparency Tools (TT) in Higher Education”, which was repeated in a letter to the EC addressed to Commissioner Mrs AndroullaVassiliou. The idea behind this is thatthe institutions (with the possibility of involvement of QA agencies as well) will engage in bilateral (and multilateral) agreements with the intention to cooperate and share views and practices in QA and TT in the area of QA and TT, exchange QA and TT tools, instruments, services, etc., thus reducing so costs pertaining to internal QA, as well as to preparing for the external QA. A need was felt to  withstand and resist to external pressures or interventions that may be detrimentalto their quality and QA practices.
22nd Annual Conference in Riga, 10-11 May 2012
EURASHE’s next full scale event is our22nd Annual Conference which will be hosted by the BankuAugstskola (BA School of Banking and Finance, BSF) in Riga (Latvia) on 10th-11th May 2012. The conference will address two themes which will top the future agenda for European professional higher education, namely lifelong learning and the welfare society. The latter is in line with the 2012 European Commission’s  theme of  ‘Active Ageing’. On this occasion the results of the FLLLEX project
 will be presented, in particular the instrument which has been developed in order to implement Lifelong Learning strategies in higher education institutions. The second track examines the effects of the ageing society on welfare provisions, and the readiness of professional higher education to tackle this issue. The two-days conference will be structured in 3 main sessions and a final forum which will give the opportunity for the project coordinators to exchange of expertise in the fields of the Welfare Society and of Lifelong Learning.
This event will be followed by EURASHE’s General Assembly (reserved for our members) and a policy-crosscutting Working Group thematic session open to all experts in the fields, which will be held on 11 May at the same venue.
�This is a project initiated and supported by EURASHE, which aims at identifying challenges and implications of the incorporation of Lifelong Learning into European Higher Education institutions. Learn more on �HYPERLINK "http://www.flllex.eu"�www.flllex.eu�.
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