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(jointly prepared by incoming and outgoing WG Chairs and Secretariats)
The BFUG Working Group “International Openness - The European Higher Education Area in a Global Context” met in Vienna on 27 May 2010 and agreed on its work plan for the coming two years (see BFUG_AL-BE_21_9.6b), in line with the terms of reference as they were approved by the BFUG at its meeting in Stockholm. At the meeting in Alden Biesen, the BFUG will be asked to update the terms of reference to take into account that from 1 July onwards the Working Group will be chaired by Romania (represented by Luminita Nicolescu) and that another Bologna Policy Forum will be organised in Bucharest in April 2012 with support from the Working Group (see BFUG_AL-BE_21_9.6a). To be able to also evaluate the Bucharest Bologna Policy Forum, the Working Group agreed to schedule an additional meeting in May or June 2012. 
Next to the work plan, the second major item on the agenda of the Working Group meeting was the feedback on and the follow-up to the Second Bologna Policy Forum, held in Vienna on 12 March 2010. The information session was generally well received but it did not leave enough time for answering questions. The discussion in working groups obtained positive feedback as well. Still, the high demand in obtaining detailed results from all three working groups could not be met as they were not recorded. 

The WG members made a number of suggestions for improvement that could be taken up when organising the next Bologna Policy Forum:

· to record the discussions of the working groups in more detail and to find ways to publish and/or to make better use of the results. 
· to further encourage the inclusion of student and HEI representatives also in the delegations from non-EHEA country, among others by enlarging the delegation size. 
· to find ways to persuade the EHEA ministers to participate personally in the Policy Forum (in Vienna, many of them left before the BPF). One proposal was to split the EHEA Ministerial Conference and to have the adoption of the communiqué only after the Bologna Policy Forum. The need to have a theme that ministers would like to learn about was stressed as well. Another proposal was to follow the OECD model and have only ministers sit in the front row. This would mean that only countries represented at ministerial level would be able to take the floor. Making bilateral meetings an integral part of the programme might also help. The provision of rooms for bilateral meetings was highly welcomed.
· to involve the non-EHEA countries more closely in the preparation and organisation of the Policy Forum. 

A more general suggestion that was raised (but not shared by all WG members) was to think about detaching the Bologna Policy Forum from the EHEA ministerial conferences and to possibly organise it outside the EHEA. 
Taking into account the comments made by the Working Group, as well as the feedback from the BFUG at its meeting in August 2010 and from the non-EHEA contact persons by way of electronic consultation, the Romanian hosts of the next Bologna Policy Forum will prepare a background paper and a draft programme that will be discussed at the next meeting of the Working Group on 28 October 2010. 
*
*
*
On 28 May 2010, the EHEA Information & Promotion Network held its kick-off meeting, also in Vienna. The Network, which the Ministers at their meeting in Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve in 2009 had agreed to set up, is open to all 47 Bologna countries, the European Commission, the consultative members as well as the Academic Cooperation Association (ACA) and the European Association of International Education (EAIE). Like BFUG working groups, it is supported in its work by the Bologna Secretariat. 
By the end of May, 30 countries had nominated a representative, two thirds of which also attended the first meeting. The European Commission, the Council of Europe, EI, ESU, EURASHE, ACA and EAIE were also represented. 
Out of five candidates, the Network elected three chairs for a period of two years, namely: 

Austria - represented by Hubert Dürrstein, CEO, OeAD (Austrian Agency for International Cooperation in Education and Research) 
Belgium/Flemish Community - represented by Magalie Soenen, Division HE Policy, Flemish Ministry of Education and Training

Estonia - represented by Heli Aru, Senior advisor, Estonian Ministry of Education and Research

Together with the three chairs, the other two candidates - Katalin Kurucz (Hungary) and Panikos Giorgoudes (Cyprus) - will form a steering committee and thus also be involved in the management of the Network. 
The main purpose of the Network, as defined by the terms of reference, is threefold: 

· Provision of clear and consistent information on the Bologna Process and the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) in countries outside the EHEA. 

· Enhancing the international promotion of the European Higher Education Area. 

· Putting the promotion of national higher education systems in a European context.
After a first brainstorming at the meeting in Vienna, a detailed work plan for the Network will be prepared over the summer. One of the first tasks of the Network, which will most likely be undertaken by a smaller subgroup in autumn, will be to produce an overview of existing activities and materials in the fields of information on / promotion of national higher education systems and of the EHEA. 

The next plenary meeting of the Network is scheduled for November 2010 (exact date and place to be confirmed).
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