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Introduction

The activities and projects implemented by UNESCO should be seen in the context of the biennial programming cycle for the whole organization with regard to higher education, as approved by the UNESCO General Conference every two years.

The UNESCO activities carried out during the period June 2009 - August 2010 are in line with the Approved Programme and Budget 2008-2009 (34 C/5) and the Approved Programme and Budget 2010-2011 (35 C/5). During the mentioned period, UNESCO has sought to increase its participation in joint UN system activities, especially at country level, by supporting national development priorities and furthering international cooperation. UNESCO has contributed to the United Nations system's agenda and, striving to increase the quality of its assistance to countries, has collaborated with other agencies, funds and programmes of the UN system, as an integral part of "One United Nations" programme. 

The current report provides an overview of the activities undertaken by UNESCO during the period June 2008 –August 2010, following both the programme focus and standard setting approach and the need for UNESCO to employ its competencies at the country level, to enhance international academic collaboration and capacity building at the national and institutional levels.

UNESCO Education Sector Developments 
The Director-General of UNESCO made the decision to close the UNESCO European Centre for Higher Education in Bucharest (UNESCO-CEPES) on 31 December 2009. As of January 1st 2010, the Centre’s previous role as co-secretariat to the Lisbon Convention and the ENIC Network was transferred to Higher Education Division at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. Meanwhile, the Romanian Government requested the DG to postpone the closure of UNESCO-CEPES for two years until 31 December 2011 to enable a feasibility study to be prepared for the possible creation of a Category 1 institute in Bucharest to replace UNESCO-CEPES. During this transitional period (1 January 2010 – 31 December 2011) the mandate of UNESCO-CEPES would focus on higher education needs in the sub-region (Central, Eastern and South-East Europe). In September 2009, the Director General of UNESCO and the Prime Minister of Romania signed a Memorandum of Understanding; however, this is now being reviewed in light of recent economic developments. 

Under the terms of the current Memorandum of Understanding, UNESCO-CEPES’ priority for the transition period is to support the Romanian Government’s preparation and proposal for a new institute to replace the Centre after 2011. However, the Centre has also launched other initiatives focused on the sub-region. These include: 

· Graduate Employment and Tracking Systems in Higher Education in SEE

· Teacher Education for Multicultural Environments
· Gender Inclusive Curriculum in Higher Education

· Eurasian University Dialogues on Inter-culturality
· The UNESCO-CEPES Quality Exchanges on Higher Education (UQE)

Details on these projects can be found on the Centre’s web site (www.cepes.ro).
ENIC/NARIC
The annual joint ENIC/NARIC meeting was held in Sèvres, France from 20 to 22 June 2010. 

In addition, the mandate of the ENIC/NARIC Working Group on Recognition in a Global Context was extended to 2012. The Working Group will focus on regions with which the Networks have the most frequent contact. They also plan to meet with practitioners in face-to-face meetings (not only virtually), for which they will seek funding. At this meeting, a new Working Group on Prior Learning was proposed, for which the Terms of Reference are currently being drafted. 

The next join ENIC/NARIC meeting will be held in Warsaw from 19 to 21 June 2011.

Lisbon Recognition Convention Committee 

In 2001 in Riga, the Lisbon Recognition Convention Committee adopted at its second meeting the Recommendation on Criteria and Procedures for the Assessment of Foreign Qualifications, as a subsidiary text to the Council of Europe/UNESCO Convention concerning Higher Education in the European Region.

Following on the suggestions of the Bureau of the Lisbon Recognition Convention, and in consultation with the ENIC/NARIC Centres, a revision of this document has been underway since 2008. The attached revised version of the Recommendation on Criteria And Procedures for the Assessment of Foreign Qualifications was approved by the ENIC and NARIC Networks and adopted by the Lisbon Recognition Convention Committee at its fifth meeting, held in Sèvres, France, on 23 June 2010.

For the first time in the history of the Lisbon Convention, the meeting in 2010 included representatives from four other regional conventions: 
· ADEA Working Group on Higher Education (Africa)

· Committee on Recognition of Qualifications in Asia and the Pacific

· Mediterranean Convention Regional Committee

· UNESCO Regional Convention on Recognition of Qualifications in the Arab States

Presentations by representatives of each of the visiting Conventions were received with great interest by members of the Lisbon Convention and renewed momentum to strengthen ties between all five regional conventions. There was enthusiasm to repeat the model of connecting regions at future Lisbon Convention meetings and to have the Lisbon Convention represented at other regional meetings. 

UNESCO Division of Higher Education Activities 

In addition to its statutory activities performed as Co-Secretary of the ENIC Network and in the context of its support to the implementation of the Lisbon Recognition Convention, UNESCO, Division of Higher Education designs and implements timely and relevant projects on higher education for the beneficiaries at the regional, national and institutional levels, while also assuring a certain degree of continuity, flexibility and adaptability to emerging issues in higher education in all UNESCO regions.

The following is an overview of some of these initiatives.
2009 World Conference on Higher Education: 
The New Dynamics of Higher Education and Research for Societal Change and Development

The 2009 World Conference on Higher Education (5-8 July 2009, UNESCO HQs, Paris) convened more than 1,200 participants from around 150 countries, representing ministers, university rectors, faculty, students, key private sector officials as well as regional and multilateral institutions.
The World Conference on Higher Education once again reaffirmed the fundamental ethical and social role of higher education and research in responding to current and future global challenges such as the eradication of poverty, sustainable development, reaching the internationally agreed upon development goals, which include Education for All and the Millennium Development Goals, as well as the building of inclusive, vibrant and diverse knowledge societies. 

The Conference gave special focus to the challenges and opportunities for the revitalization of higher education in Africa, integrated throughout the Communiqué adopted on the last day.

The Conference’s two final reports and the Communiqué, which reflect the fruitful, constructive and stimulating discussions in 41 plenary, parallel and special sessions, put forward far-reaching recommendations and concrete follow-up action, charting the future directions and contribution of higher education and research to the major themes addressed, namely internationalization, regionalization and globalization; equity, access and quality; and learning, research and innovation.

Participants called for more resources for higher education as a pillar for achieving the Education for All goals and expressed confidence that appropriate resources will be reflected in the next Programme and Budget of UNESCO, thus allowing the Organization to continue to be a strong voice for higher education and fully meet its commitments. 

2009 WCHE follow-up activities aim to:

· address longer-term challenges of sustainable higher education policy and reform; 

· lead the policy dialogue on the role and impact of the sector on development, by tracking trends and identifying good practices;

· support countries, in particular the developing ones, to strengthen their teaching, research and development capacities, including through appropriate use of new technologies;

· help build institutional and national capacities in quality assurance as a prerequisite to enhancing access to quality higher education based on merit;

· launch a series of world reports on trends in higher education;

· promote research and development, facilitate synergies, encourage knowledge sharing across borders;

· assist governments to mobilize critical strategic resources to scale up teacher education and enhance teacher professional development, including through open and distance learning and information and communication technologies;

· support the establishment of the Pan-African institution of university governance, to be based in Yaoundé, Cameroon, together with the Association of Commonwealth Universities and the Agence universitaire de la francophonie;

· pursue the work of the UNESCO/ADEA Task Force to ensure the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of priority activities for the revitalization of African higher education;

· reinforce public-private partnerships in support of brain gain initiatives (with Hewlett Packard) or the establishment of a Task Force on Higher Education and ICTs (with Microsoft).

The first meeting of the UNESCO/ADEA Task Force following the WCHE 2009 was held in February 2010. An action plan was developed and further follow-up activities are in process. 
Capacity Building in Quality Assurance

Further to the recommendations of the 2009 WCHE (Paris, 2009), and the Guidelines for Quality Provision in Cross-border Higher Education, UNESCO, Division of Higher Education has been supporting Member States in building institutional and national capacities in quality assurance (QA) as a prerequisite for enhancing access to quality higher education based on merit. UNESCO has supported capacity building to engender robust quality assurance practices and systems in developing countries and territories as well as countries in transition by supporting training and knowledge-sharing activities. It aims to adapt innovative solutions to current and emerging challenges to access and quality in higher education. Activities incorporate dialogue with all higher education stakeholders including: governments, higher education institutions/providers, student associations, quality assurance associations, professional bodies, and the private sector. These activities aim to provide tools and examples of best practice to support the quality and relevance of higher education provision in all UNESCO world regions.

The Global Initiative for Quality Assurance Capacity (GIQAC)

The Global Initiative for Quality Assurance Capacity (GIQAC) activity is based on a partnership between UNESCO with the World Bank. Beginning in 2007, GIQAC supports the evolution of quality assurance in higher education in developing countries and countries-in-transition by facilitating and advancing the efforts of its participating international and regional networks. In that way, GIQAC assists emerging quality assurance systems by facilitating global and regional knowledge sharing, especially of good practices; facilitating communication among a diverse set of agencies and professionals; supporting the production of analyses and guidelines; and engendering the realization of plans for long-term sustainability. For the 2009-2010 grant period, GIQAC is supporting one global network for quality assurance and five regional networks, one each from Africa, the Arab States, Asia and the Pacific, the Caribbean and Latin America. UNESCO, as part of its role as Secretariat of the Initiative, also provides outreach to countries and regions that do not yet belong to the initiative. As part of this activity, The 6th GIQAC Steering Committee Meeting was organized in Windhoek, Namibia in May 2010 to review progress, discuss allocation of budget and plan next steps. The 2010-2011 grant period will begin in October 2010. UNESCO recently announced an invitation for qualified entities to submit Expressions of Interest for this third round. 

UNESCO Portal on Higher Education Institutions

This project, launched in April 2008, aims to provide students, employers and other interested parties with access to authoritative and up-to-date information on the status of higher education institutions and quality assurance mechanisms in participating countries. The project aims to respond to the increase in the number of dubious and/or fraudulent providers of higher education, while encouraging the development of quality cross-border higher education. The UNESCO Portal on Higher Education Institutions is available at:

http://www.unesco.org/education/portal/hed-institutions

The country information on this portal is managed and updated by relevant authorities in participating countries. The project Committee for the Portal on Higher Education institutions met in March 2010 to discuss progress to date. The UNESCO Portal on Higher Education Institutions has some 50 countries which are either online or being processed to go online. It is the 3rd most consulted website on the Education Sector Website, after the Education home page, and the Education for All website. 
Normative Instruments

In 2010-2011, UNESCO will seek to strengthen the links between its normative instruments and their reflection in national legislation and practices. In this period the Organization will also monitor and report on the 1993 Recommendation on the Recognition of Studies and Quantifications. It is supporting the development of draft texts of the revision of the 1981 Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in the African States and the 1983 Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific. These texts have been developed by the Drafting Groups of the Regional Committees of these Conventions and will be submitted for consideration and adoption by intergovernmental conferences convened by UNESCO during the biennium. In addition, UNESCO is supporting the other three Regional Conventions on the Recognition of Qualifications, and one Inter-regional Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications in Higher Education. UNESCO also provides the Secretariat for the Bologna Follow-up Group and aims to promote links between European developments in the Bologna Process: restructuring degree systems, promoting mutual recognition of degrees and introducing quality assurance mechanisms and other regions aiming at creating Higher Education and research areas, in particular Asia and the Pacific (the development of a new recognition convention) and Africa (the development of a new recognition convention in partnership with AU). Furthermore, inter-regional support to identifying areas of cooperation between the intergovernmental committees of the five Regional and one Inter-regional Conventions on the Recognition of Qualifications in Higher Education are the key priorities in this area for the Division of Higher Education. 

UNESCO Mediterranean Recognition Convention

The Second Meeting of the Mediterranean Network of National Information Centres on the Recognition of Qualifications and the Eighth Session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the application of the International Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in the Arab and European States bordering on the Mediterranean was held in Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina from 11 to 12 February 2010. 

Contracting States present at the meeting were: Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Montenegro, Morocco, Serbia, Slovenia, and Turkey.  

Cyprus, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and France participated as Observers. The Arab Network for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ANQAHE), the Council of Europe (CoE) and the European Commission (EU Commission) were also represented as Observers. 

Further to the deliberations of the second meeting of the Mediterranean Network of National Information Centres on the Recognition of Qualifications and the Eighth Session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the application of the International Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in the Arab and European States bordering on the Mediterranean, a number of recommendations and the ‘Mostar Statement’ was adopted by consensus by the Intergovernmental Committee. It was agreed that this Statement would be an instrument to be presented to governmental partners to support MERIC development in the framework of different regional and inter-regional initiatives.  
ICTs and Higher Education: Open Educational Resources (OERs)

The Project ‘Taking OERs beyond the OER Community: Policy and Capacity was launched in January 2010 by UNESCO, Division of Higher Education in cooperation with the Commonwealth of Learning. Funding for this project is provided by the UNESCO Regular Programme, the United States Government and the Commonwealth of Learning. 

The basis of this project is the understanding that OERs will not be able to help countries reach their educational goals unless awareness of their power and potential can be rapidly expanded beyond the communities of interest that they have already attracted. This OER Policy Development and Capacity Building Project focusing on developing countries aims to: 
· develop the capacity of senior officials and institutional leaders to understand OERs and accept them as a legitimate and attractive alternative to costly books (demonstrate benefits, how copyright works, saving costs, etc.). 

· develop the capacity of educators to find, adapt, create and use OERs.

The project focuses in the first instance on higher education institutions (universities) in Africa and Asia and the Pacific and is implemented in partnership with the Commonwealth of Learning as part of the Partnership Agreement between the two organizations. It builds on the results of previous and ongoing projects of the two organizations such as the Higher Education ODL Knowledge Base of UNESCO and the Virtual University of Small States (VUSSC) that COL is facilitating. 

To date, two workshops have been held in the framework of this project in Africa in Cape Town, South Africa in April and in Windhoek, Namibia in May 2010. The first workshop, held immediately after the meeting of the Association of Commonwealth Universities, targeted institutional leaders. The second targeted quality assurance professionals and was held just before the meeting of the International Association of Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (INQAAHE). The third workshop will be held on 4 October 2010 in Bamako, Mali. A Policy Forum for decision makers will be held at UNESCO Paris Headquarters on 3 December.

Further information on UNESCO Division of Higher Education activities and publications can be found on the UNESCO Education Sector web site (www.unesco/education.org). 

UNESCO Staff Update
Anna Glass recently joined UNESCO as the programme specialist responsible for follow up activities related to ENIC, the Lisbon Convention and the BFUG. 

