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Thursday, November 11, 2004

To: Minister of Education and Research of Norway
Ms. Kristin Clemet

Copy to:  Minister of Education, Culture and Science of Netherlands
Ms. Maria van der Hoeven

Subject: Application for membership to the Bologna Process

Dear Minister;

In the last few years, the Europcan process has become a tangible reality for the
European Countries and 1ts citizens. The Republic of Armenia by joining the Couneil
of Europe has stated its commitment to the European Processes and its willingness to
undergo all the necessary reforms to become a full-fledged member state. The
Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Armenia being aware of the
crucial role of education and cooperation for strengthening peaceful and stable
democratic societies has embarked on the all-encompassing reform process of
education and more specifically the reforms of higher education.

Clearly understanding that the Europe of Knowledge is acknowledged as an
influential factor for human, social and thus economic development of the societies
and being governed by the determination to meet all the requirements of Lisbon
Convention and Bologna Declaration and to join the European Higher Education
Area, the Draft Law on Higher and Post Graduate Education of the Republic of
Armenia has envisioned a central role for the universities, which by assuming the
rasponsibility for quality assurance, respecting the academic freedoms and
mstitutional autonomy with fully developed self-governance, student participation in



the governance of higher education, public responsibility for higher education,
assuring the inseparability of teaching and research, affirming the European humanist
iradition and supporting a closer cooperation with their counterparts in Europe wiil
come to the doorsteps of belonging to a common social and cultural European space.

Since gaining independence Armenia have made significant steps towards full
integration of European structures; most notably with their accession to the Courcil
of Europe. Reform of Education systems has been an important part of this process,
to the benefit and credit of Armenia as well as individuals. Education continues to
play an important role for sustainable development, since all societies, in particular
those in transition, like in Armenia requir¢ the participation of informed and well-
educated members or citizens in order to build stable democracies based on respect
for human rights and the rule of law.
Ministers responsible for Higher Education of South Caucasus stress the wish to join
Bologna Process in “Statement of the Ministers of Education of Armenia, Azerbaijan
and Georgia”, signed in Council of Europe Headquarters, Strasbourg, 17-18 May
2004.They particuiarly states:
“ ... Recognizing the importance of the reform of educational system, in particular
underlining the necessity to continue the current processes of reform in its national
context, the Ministers further emphasise the following priorities:
- Draiting and adoption of new legislation for higher education in line with
Furopean norms and standards;
- Reform of the higher education sector in light of the requirements of the
Bologna process;
- Continue to support exchange of information and experience between the
three Countries in the above-mentioned fields in order to facilitate their
countries’ integration into common European educational space.”

The accession to the European Higher Education Area will significantly promote the
improvement of higher education in Armenia and the recognition of Armenian higher
education qualifications in Europe.

Taking into account the need to implement the basic principles of accession to the
Bologna process in higher education system of Armenia, the following main strategic
goals and issues are defined in Strategy of Higher Education, approved by
Covernment of Armenia in 2003:

» To achieve the recognition of Armenia’s higher education degrees and
qualifications and their comparability with relevant European higher educational
Institutions qualifications and diplomas.

» To cstablish National Information Center on Academic Recognition and Mobility
(ENIC)

e To bring into agreement Armenian higher education diploma supplements with
the degrees developed in Europe.

* In higher educational institutions introduce a unified credit accumulation and
transfer system, which will be compatible with the ECTS.
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* To create favorable conditions and package of legislative amendments for
unhindered movement of Armenian students from University to University and for
international mobility.

* To join European cooperation programs in the sphere of higher education quality
assessment and accreditation.

* To develop cooperation with the European Network for Quality Assurance
To bring the current accreditation criteria and mechanisms into compliance with
the European standards established under the European accreditation platform.

¢ To develop bilateral and multilateral programs between Armenian and European
higher educational institutions, common models, courses, and to create majors and
joint degrees of higher education qualification.

¢ To implement curricula refrcshment, in order to converge curricula and study
plans with the European standards.

Lisbon Convention creates a legal ground for mutual recognition of qualifications for
the whole European region. On the other hand, the sample Diploma Supplement
developed by the European Commission, Council of Europe and UNESCO creates a
mechanism for the recognition and evaluation of individual qualification in foreign
countries. Thus the Ministry of Education and Science developed all necessary
documents and passed Lisbon Convention to the Naticnal Assembly for ratification
until the end of this year.

The Ministry of Education and Science of Armenia once again pleased to confirm his
adherence to the principles of Bologna Process. On behalf of the Ministry of
Education and Science of the Republic of Armenia, | would like to guarantee you of
our compliance with the principles of Bologna Process, willingness to pursue and
implement the objectives of the Bologna Process in the system of higher education of

Armenia.

Honorable Minister, please accept my highest consideration and reassurance of our
efforts for further cooperation.

Yours sincerely,‘q/ % %,._..

Serzo Yeritsyan
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Dear Ms. CLEMET,

After the collapse of the Soviet Union Azerbaijan declared its mndependence in 1991 and
during the latest 13 years our country made significent steps towards integration into
international community, Cooperation with Buropcan countries is one of the top priority
directions in the implementation of integration process.

Azerbajjan carries out fruitful bilateral cooperation with many European countries, as
well as wills sucl Ldeinational Srganizations as Curepean Unieon, Council of Curepe, OSCL,
UNESCO cte. In this view, 1d like to point out our successful cooperation with Curopean
countries in the sphere of cducation. .

In 1997 Azcrbaijan signed the Council of Europe/UNESCO Convention on Recognition
of Qualifications Concerning Higher Bducation in the Buropean Region and was among the first
countrice which ratified il. As fur ny the coapeatiog in the feld of sdueatinn is mtweerned | 14
like to mention our close cooperation with the European Union and Council of Europe within the
framework of TEMPUS/TACIS programme and joint projects in different spheres of education.

At the sume inie, we (calise that development of successful esoperation within curopean
region will ot be possible without taking into consideration provisions of Bologna process,
which ainss at foseilitating integrotion procese in the field of higher education in Lurope. Chur
speclalisls 1o cducalional sphime are well aware of the content of Rolagne process and the
Government of Azerbaijan is very much interesied in joining the Bologna Declaration. Radica!
reforms implemented in our counfry with regard to struclure and content of education provide
solid basis for our participation in Bologna process.

In this view, you are Kindly requested to render your assistance in admitling Azerbaijan 10
Bologna process. I hope, positive decision related 1o our application will be taken during tke high
level mecting in Bergen in May 2005,

Electrenic wersion of our official Report sompiied in accordance with appropriate
template is submitied to BFUG Chajr and BFUG Secretariat. _

Availing myself of this opporiunity, I rencw assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Minister of Education Misir MARDANOV
BEPUBLIC OCF AZERBALIAN

AZ1008 Haky, Xotai prospekts, 49. Telefon: 7(8922) vo ya (99412) 96-06-47. Faks: 7(8922) ve ya (99412) 96-34-R3, 96-34-%0
www.min.edu.az, e-mail: edu_mini@azer.com
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Dear Ms. Kristin Clemet,
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undertaken w:thm the education system of Georgia and particularly, within the bigher education
system. Currently, the pace of the reform process has been significantly accelerated. Our ultimate
goal is join the Bologna Process and become its fully-fledged member.

In order to demonstrate our strong commitment to the process, T would like to highlight a number
of decisive steps implernented in the course of educational restructuring. To date, practically all
the hlgher education fustitations have moved to the two-cycle degree system. The acereditation
process is already vnderway and the diploma supplement as well as the European Credit Transfer
Systemn will be introduced into Georgian universities by 2005

It is particularly noteworthy that the draft Law on Higher Education that had been elzborated in

close cooperation with international experts is already submitted to the Parliament and T strongly
believe that it will be adopted later this year.

In addition, administrative and structural changes occurred within the Ministry of Education and
Science of Georgxa and highly qualified and motivated personnel had been vecruited. Presently,
the state priority in all areas of activity is to ensure the smooth integration of Georgia with Europe.
Taking into copsideration cur strong commitment to tho Bologna principles, | wouid like to

address Your Excellence with the request to consider this application of Georgia st the next
Ministerial Conference in Bergen, 2005,

Onee again, let me extend my profound appreciation and hope for further cooperation on our path
to '"Europe of Knowledge'

The National Report of Georgia will be forwarded later this month.

Sincerely, 2
V/

Alezander Lomais

Minigter

Thilisi 0102, dimitrd wnaZis-g. #52: 1elefoni; 95 88 86/ 95 32 13, faqs1 95 70 (0795 54 96
52. Dimitn Usnadye Strect, Thokis: 0102, Phone: (993 32) 958 885 /08 32 13 Fax; (995 32) 65 70 10 /95 51 99
WWWLINES. SOV 2



MINISTERUL EDUCATIEI
AL REPUBLICII MOLDOVA

MHUHHUCTEPCTBO IIPOCBEHNIEHUS
PECIIYBJINKH MOJIIOBA

Piata Marii Adundri Nationale, nr. 1 TIawa Mapuil Anynops Hauponane, 1
MD-2033 Chisingu MJ-2033 Kummray
Republica Moldova Pecrrybmika Monzosa
tel. 23-33-48, fax: 23-34-74 Ten. 23-33-48, pakc: 23-34-74

0. 06. 0%  wy. /8- 12 — 450
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Dear Mr Ian McKena,

Subject: Proclamation of the Republic of Moldova intention to sign the Bologna
Declaration.

In the context of the international tendencies towards integration and globalization, the
Ministry of Education of the Republic of Moldova highly appreciates the efforts
undertaken by EU countries to establish the European Higher Education Area by 2010. The
Ministry considers it to be of utmost importance for Moldovan higher education
development to achieve the objectives stipulated by the Bologna Declaration.

During the past few years a number of national and international conferences have been
organized on the initiative of the Ministry of Education in partnership with Moldovan
higher education institutions. Representatives from Council of Europe, experts from
UNESCO, EUA and other international organizations have taken part at these conferences
and seminars. Discussions and activities have focused mainly on the issues of
reconstruction and modernization of the higher educational system of Moldova in
compliance with principles and requirements of the Bologna Process. -

Our commitment to common European educational values was also expressed at the
Conferences of Ministers in Germany, Berlin (September 18-19, 2003), in Greece, Athens
(November 11-13, 2003) and at other recent international events such as: UNESCO-
CEPES seminar, Ukraine, Kiev (June 13-14).



Last years some structural reforms underwent in Moldova, in order to adjust the system of
higher education to the Bologna Process principles. The major objectives of these structural
reforms are the following:

- Improvement of the quality of higher education in Moldova;

- Granting of equal opportunities to all citizens who want to obtain higher education;

- Updating of the national curriculum for higher education;

- Quality assurance through the system of accreditation and certification;

- Application of evaluation through the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS);

- Assurance of opportunities for academic mobility;

- Elaboration and introduction of the Diploma Supplement.

During 2004 the Ministry of Education has initiated the elaboration of a new Law of
Education and the National Strategy of Higher Education for 2004-2010. The goal of these
documents is to adjust the Moldovan system of higher education to the common European
standards. For the academic year 2004-2005 it is envisaged to widely adopt the system of
higher education based on two cycles, as stipulated by the Bologna Declaration. We are
aware of the fact, that adjusting of the national system of higher education to the European
standards requires tremendous efforts from all stakeholders of the educational process.

With reference to the above we ask you kindly to view this letter as a statement of our
earnest intention to sign the Bologna Declaration. In line with this, by September 2004, the
Ministry of Education intends to submit to the Bologna Follow-up Group the Action Plan
of reforms, which will be carried out during 2004-2010.

Thereupon, we hope for your assistance and consultations concerning the procedures and
the reports that are to be submitted.

We would also appreciate the inclusion of the Republic of Moldova to the events preceding
the next Conference of Ministers responsible for Higher Education - Norway 2005.

Sincerely Yours,

Valentin BENIUC
Minister of Education



MIHICTEPCTBO OCBITHU 1 HAYKH YKPAIHU
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Bix 10.09.04  Ne 1/11 - 4740

Bix Ha Ne

HMoro BucokomoBaxxuocrti

["onoBi I'pynu cynpoBoy
bonoHchKOro npouecy

nany Ilepy HiGopry

3acBiguyro Bam cBOr moBary 1 Mar 4YeCTb 3BEPHYTHCS 3 IPOXaHHAM
OPUIHATH KJIOMOTaHHS MiHICTepCTBA OCBITH 1 HAyKH YKpaiHM L[0JI0 MPUETHAHHS
CHUCTEMHM BUIIOT OCBITU YKpaiHnu 10 bosoHchKoro mporecy.

[TpuitmiTe MOT 1IKp1 3all€BHEHHS, 0 YKpaiHa 3poOUTh JOCTOMHUN BHECOK
y po30y1I0BY €BPONEHCHKOTO MPOCTOPY B c(pepi BUIIOT OCBITH.

BianmoBigansHOO 0c00010 3a 341HCHEHHS BCIX HEOOXIIHMUX 3aXOIB IIOJO0
BXO/)KeHHsI YKpainu y bosioHchbkuii mporiec Big MiHICTEpCTBa OCBITH 1 HayKH
VYkpaiou MHOI0 TPU3HAUYCHO 3acTynmHuWKa MiHIcTpa OCBITH 1 Hayku YKpaiHu
Crenka Muxaiina ®unumonosuya. Horo tenedon: (38) 044 216-28-80, paxc: (38)
044 216-28-76, e-mail: ministry@mon.gov.ua.

Kopuctyrouncr Haroaorw, NOpuiMITh BeldbMUIIaHOBHUI mane Hibopr,
3armeBHEHHS B MOil BUCOKIH MOBa3i.

Minictp W , B.I' Kpemenn



Unofficial translation

to H.E. Bologna Follow-up
Group Chairman

Mr. Per Nyborg

Paying my homages to you, | have the honour of addressing you with the
request to accept the application of the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine for accession of Ukraine’s higher education system to the Bologna
process.

Please accept my sincere assurances that Ukraine will make its
commendable contribution into the development of the European higher education
area.

| have assigned Deputy Minister of Education and Science Stepko Mykhailo
Filimonovych as the person responsible for the implementation of all measures
relating to Ukraine’s accession to the Bologna process to act on behalf of the
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine. His phone number is (38) +044
2162880, his fax number is (38) +044 2162876, and his E-mail address is
ministry@mon.gov.ua.

Taking this opportunity, | extend my assurances for you, Mr. Nyborg, of my
high respect.

Minister V. Kremen
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to H.E. Minister of Education
and Research of the Kingdom
of Norway

Mrs. Kristin Clemet

The Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine is honoured to express
our respect and gratitude to you for organising the work of international experts at
the Ukraine’s National Report on the Implementation of the Bologna Process.

We would ask you to express our gratitude to the reviewers of the Report for
their professional work.

We think than their remarks about our Report are well-grounded and
interesting. While reconsidering the Report, we tried to take them into account in
every possible way, though restrictions imposed of the format of the report did not
always permit us to detail our corrections in accordance with the remarks expressed
by the experts. However, necessary information can be obtained from the
appendices to the Report.

We are sending you the final version of the Report. We are honoured to
confirm our intention to join the member-countries of the Bologna process and ask
you to support us.

In our turn, the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine will
consistently implement all progressive rules that are envisaged by the Bologna
Declaration.

Taking an opportunity, the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine
reaffirms our high respect to you and wishes you merry Christmas and happy New
Year.

Appendix: Ukraine’s National Report on the Implementation of the Bologna
Process, the Law of Ukraine “On education”, the Law of Ukraine “On higher
education”.

Minister Vasyl Kremen
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Ha Mo
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BELL

MIiHICTPY OCBITH i HOCTITKEHB
Koponiserea Hopseris

nani Kpicria Knemer

Migictepcreo OCBiTH 1 Hayku YKpaiHu 3acBigdye Bam cBoro mosary i Mae
4YeCTh BHCIOBUTH IIUPY BJASYHICTD 33 Opragizalio poOOTH MIXHAPOJHUX SKCIIEPTIB
gag HanioHaTbHOKO —AOMOBLAIIO Vikpalir mogo IMINIEMCHTAllll IPHHLHAIIE
BoJOHCEKOIO IIpoLecy.

IIpocumo mOASKYBaTH BiJ Hamioro iMeHi peneHsentam J[omosinl 3a ix
mpodeciitny podoTy.

BraxxaeMo, 10 3ayBaxKeHHS 1 IPOIO3MINNI, BUCIOBIEHI HUMH OO HAaImol
JlonoBigi, € MOCHTH CIYITHAME 1 MIKABMMM 1 MU, JOCHPALBOBYIOUM 1i, TIParHyIu
MaKCHMAaIbHO BUKOpHCTATH IX, XOY BCTAHOBNEeHI oOMexeHHs mono dopmarty
JloroBiji He 3aBXKAM JO3BOJSNIM B IOBHIM Mipl AeTaii3yBaTH Halll AOIIOBHEHHS
BiAmoBigno g0 mnobaxkaHs ekcmepriB. OpHak BCO HEOOXIAHY JOJATKOBY
inhopManiio MoxHa 6yIe oTpUMAaTH 3 TEKCTIB T0AaTKIB 70 JlomoBial.

'~ HapcunaeMo octaTouHWE BapiaHT J[OIOBiAl 1 MaEMO YecTh IIATBEP/IUTH CBOI
HAMIPH TIPHCIHATHCS [0 KpaiH-y4yacHMLb BOJIOHCHKOTO mnpouecy 1 impocHTH Bac
HiATPHMATH Hac.

31 cBoro OGoky MiHicTepcTBO OCBITM 1 Haykum YKpaiHH ITOCHIZOBHO
3abe3nedyBaTHMe pealli3alilo BCbOI'O IPOrpecUBHOIO, WO Iependadae boloHCEKa
HMexmaparris.

~ Kopueryrouncs Harojiow, MiHICTepCTBO OCBITH 1 HayKH YKpaiHU TIOHOBIIOE
Bam, mani MiHicTp, 3areBHEHHs y CBOIH BHCOKIH IOBa3sl 1 Iepejfae HaWkpallil
nobaxanus 1o Pizgea Xpucrosoro Ta Hosoro Poky.

Hopatox: Harionansia gONORBIAL YKPaiHU IOAO IMIUICMEHTAIT NPUHLIALIR
Bonouckkoro nporecy; 3akonn Ykpaiuu “Ilpo ocsity” 1 “lIpo Bumyy ocsity”.

- Miuicrp TS B.I" Kpemenn



KASAKCTAH PECITYBAMKACHIHEIH

EALIIAITT

EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC
OF KAZAKHSTAN

Ministry of Education and Research
of the Kingdom of Norway

Akersgt. 44, 0032 Oslo
Norway

Note Ne £5°F /2004

The Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan
presents its compliments to the Ministry of Education
and Research of the Kingdom of Norway and has the
honour to forward the letter of the Minister of
Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Mr. Zh. Kulekeyev addressed to the Minister of
Education and Research of the Kingdom of Norway
Mrs. K. Clemet regarding the application of
Kazakhstan to join the Bologna Process.

The Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan
avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Ministry of Education and Research of the Kingdom of
Norway the assurances of its highest consideration.

Encl.: as above — 14 pp.

London, 22 December 2004

M .:‘

33 Thurloe Square London SW7 2SD
TEL: 020 7581 4646 FAX: 020 7584 8481
E-mail: london@kazakhstan~embassy.org.uk
www.kazakhstanembassy.org.uk
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BJIaHK CepUSINETR HOMIPCi3 KApaMCbI3 GORIT TABLIAALL. HKayan kattrapapra MiugerH Typae 6isnin Ne Xone K

Briark 6e3 cepuiinoro Eomepa icaeticTsuTeen. TIPH GTBETE OBS34TCIBHO CCLIIAThCA Ha Han Ne

KA3AKCTAH MHUHHUCTEPCTBO
PECITYBJINKACBIHBIH, OBPA30BAHUA N HAYKH
BLJIIM 2KOHE FbIJIBIM PECITYBJIVIKH

MHUHUCTPJOIT

KA3AXCTAH

No

473000, Actana Kanackl, PecryGimka TAHFBLTEL, 60
Ten.: (3172) 33 33 25, dhakc: (3172) 33 34 12

473000, ropon Actana, mpoceKT PecoyGmuxm, 60
Ter: (3172) 33 33 25, dhakc: (3172) 3334 12

3409-1-7K-506/04-4-2
22 Kapamia 2004 k.

Mirister of Education and Research of Norway
' H.E. K.Clemet

CC: Minister of Education of Denmark
H.E. U. Toernas

The Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan
presents its compliments to the Ministerial Conference and has the honor to
submit the application to join the Bologna Process.

The integration into global educational space is considered to be of
primary objective of development of the national education. The direction
taken by national higher education reforms launched in the meantime in
Kazakhstan proves the republic’s determination to achieve the goals set out
in Bologna declaration.

The Ministry of Education and Science of the Repubiic of Kazakhstan
avails itself of this opportunity to renew to you the assurances in its highest
consideration.

Sincerely,

Minister Zh. Kulekeyev

U
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UNMIK
INSTITUCIONET E PERKOHSHME VETEQEVERISESE
PROVISIONAL INSTITUTIONS OF SELF-GOVERNMENT
PRIVREMENE INSTITUCIJE SAMOUPRAVLJANJA
QEVERIA E KOSOVES — GOVERNMENT OF KOSOVO — VLADA KOSOVA
MINISTRIA E ARSIMIT MINISTRY OF EDUCATION MINISTARSTVO ZA OBRAZOVANJE
SHKENCES DHE TEKNOLOGJISE SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY NAUKU | TEHNOLOGIJU
Kabineti i Ministrit Minister's Cabinet Kabinet Ministra
No:
Date: 17.01.2005
To: His Excellency, Francois Biltgen
Minister of Culture, Education and Research
Luxemburg

Her Excellency, Kristin Clemet
Ministry of Education and Research
Postbox 8119 Dep

NO-0032 Oslo, Norway

Cc: Mr. Germain Dondelinger
Chair of the Board of the Bolonga Follow-up Group
E-mail: germain.dondelinger@mcesr.etat.lu

Bologna Secretariat
E-mail: Bologna@ufd.dep.no

From: Agim Veliu, Minister
Subject: Application of Kosovo for full membership in the Bologna Process

Your Excellency,

Speaking on behalf of the entire Kosovar academic community, allow me to express our
willingness and determination to become part of the European Area of Higher Education and of the
European Research Area through full membership of Kosovo to the Bologna Process. We
consider that the forthcoming meeting of European ministers of higher education in Bergen is a
wonderful opportunity for the European family of academic communities to fully open its doors of
integration to our institutions of higher education by inviting us to join the (currently) forty
signatory countries of the Bologna Process.

We strongly believe that the recent history of our system of higher education has proven that we
deserve to become part of this large European academic family that started small in June of 1999
in Bologna.

Therefore, based on authority vested on me according to the Law on Higher Education (2003/14)
and in compliance with all relevant legal documents, in accordance with policies developed and
decisions taken by the Kosovar/UNMIK authorities so far, we, the Ministry of Education, Science

Ndértesa e EXIMKOS-it, Rruga: Néna Terezé Prishtiné EXIMKOS Building, Mother Teresa Street, Pristina, Zgrada EXIMKOS-a, Ulica: “Majke Tereze” Pristina,
Kosové Kosovo Kosovo
Tel: +381 38 211 249 Fax: +381 38 211 248



and Technology on behalf of the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government, herewith
formally file an application for full membership of Kosova to the Process of Bologna.

As you can see from our national report (attached to this application), in spite of the dire financial
limitations, during the last five years, Kosovo has undertaken significant efforts and achieved
respectable results in all aspects of the Process of Bologna. This, we believe, allows us to look
optimistically towards the ministerial meeting in Bergen in May 2005.

Convinced that, as in many times so far, we will receive the support from friends, and also in full
conviction that we deserve this support, we remain,

Very truly Yours,

Agim Veliu, minister

Ndértesa e EXIMKOS-it, Rruga: Néna Terezé Prishtiné EXIMKOS Building, Mother Teresa Street, Pristina, Zgrada EXIMKOS-a, Ulica: “Majke Tereze” Pristina,
Kosové Kosovo Kosovo
Tel: +381 38 211 249 Fax: +381 38 211 248





